Warsaw 06 Feb 2010

The source, the tree and the stone.

Sacrum of space in traditional culture

project description

1. Aims of the project


The project has been invented to focus on role and functioning of sacred space: objects, places, nature in traditional culture. The name derives from a chapter in Mircea's Eliade Essey on the History of Religion. In his deed Eliade describes the combination of source, tree and stone as a prototype of altar and concentrate on the role of those objects in traditional religions. We would like to work on every element of cultural space which is somehow sacred in human reception, where people can feel the Otto's numinosum, experience the power and ingerence of the supernatural forces or just feel like being in touch with something beyond routine life. The project is a part of a greater conception which will lead to reflection about changes of sacral role of space from traditional to modern society. This idea contains such actions as an exhibition in Warsaw's Ethnographical Museum and an interdisciplinary conference due to take place in 2011 or 2012.


First part (and in fact a fully independent action) of the project will be a research in 3 Visegrad countries (Poland, Hungary and Slovakia) on traditional use of sacred space. This project we hope to finance from Visegrad Found and realize in the second semester of year 2010. As the deadline for applications passes on 15th March we have short time to send the papers.

2. The vision of the project and calendarium


The project will consist of research and publication. We would like to make a simultanic ethnographical research in 3 countries involved in the project. It will consist of interviews based on common questionnaire, photographical and filmed documentation, and bibliographic research. We want to choose few communities in each of the 3 countries and describe them from the perspective of cultural sacred space. After the research we will meet all together on a workshop in aim to exchange the results and prepare the common publication in English. The publication in the book form will be description of our research and presentation of its results. It will consist of common introduction followed by 3 parts each concerning situation in a country. These parts will have separate authors – it means research groups of the 3 countries.

Spring 2010  Bibligraphical research and typing of the target communities made by research groups from the 3 countries. The preparation of the common research, creation of questionnaires.

September 2010  Simultanic research in chosen communities.

Autumn 2010  Preparations for the workshop, work on the redaction of the results.

December 2010  Workshop. Exchange of experiences and preparation of the publication.

2011  Publication of research work and distribution in the 3 countries, as well as abroad.

3. Organizers and partners

The main organizer of the project will be Warsaw's Towarzystwo Przyjaciół Etnografii based in the State Ethnographical Museum in Warsaw. The responsables are Wojciech Bedynski and Remigiusz Mazur-Hanaj.

Contact details by e-mail: bedie@wp.pl (Wojciech Bedynski), remek_hanaj@poczta.onet.pl (Remigiusz Mazur-Hanaj).

We would like to invite you as partners to this project. The role of the 3 partners will be to realize the research in their own countries using common questionnaire translated into local languages and then to participate in the workshop and publication as co-authors. The costs of the research, workshop and publication are to be covered by Visegrad Found if the application will apperar to be successfull.

4. What to do?


We as organizers will apply for the grant and make all the things necessary for it. We request from you a letter of intent to be written as quickly as possible. It must contain your will of participating in the project and informations such as: identification number of the organization, registred seed of the organization (adress), the name of statutory representative. This letter must be sent along with a copy of a founding document, registration document or/and statute of legal entities. If you want to participate as natural persons – copy of your ID document in place of previously mentioned documents. The details of the requirements can be found (also in your own language) here: http://www.visegradfund.org/standard_basicEN.html.

5. When?


We would like to make the application as soon as possible to avoid working on the last day and mistakes derived from such situation. Wojciech Bedynski will be soon in Banska Bystrica and on 20th or 21st February in Budapest. It would be perfect if such letter of intent and copies of documents will be made by then. This will be also an occasion to talk about the project in details and to discuss the next steps.

Yours faithfully,

Wojciech Bedyński

Remigiusz Mazur-Hanaj

